DISCOVERIES OF WILLIAM SMITH.      105

might publish a general work, and even issued prospectuses
of his proposal, but failed to succeed, until at last, in the
year 1815, he gave to the world his " Map of the Strata of
England and Wales." But long before the appearance of this
map, and of the other works which he issued in succession,
his ideas had spread widely through the country. Hence
when these marvellous productions were published, they met
with immediate acceptance. They completely revolutionized
the geology of the day, and called forth from his contem-
poraries the most unqualified praise, and the well-merited
title of the Father of English Geology. It was now possible
to arrange the rocks of the country in definite chronological
order, to compare those of one district with those of another,
to trace the connexion of the varying character of the strata
underneath with the change of soils and the rise of springs.
But, above all, William Smith's discoveries led the way to
all that has since been done in tracing back the history of
Life into the dim past. He was not himself a naturalist,
but he laid that sure foundation on which our knowledge is
built of the grand succession of living beings upon the
surface of our planet.

From the prodigious impetus given by these revelations
Geology made a new start in England, and branched out
especially in two directions, which have continued up to the
present time to be the paths chiefly followed by geologists in
this country. In the first place, what is called Stratigraphical
geology, that is, the accurate grouping of the rocks according
to their order of formation, took its rise from the work of
William Smith. Before his day no means existed of making
any such subdivision beyond the vague general distinctions
implied in such terms as Primary, Transition, and Secondary.ith whose help he Soc. i. 56 (15th February 1828).woman, with solid acqxiirements, which few ladies at that time possessed.
